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Coldigioco is a geological, artistic, and cultural educational institute in the
Marche Apennines devoted to interdisciplinary research and teaching.

Dear Friends of Coldigioco,

This is a special year for the Geological Observatory of Coldigioco as we celebrate
the 25th anniversary of our founding in 1992. To mark this milestone there was a
Geological Society of America Penrose Conference at the Teatro Mestico in Apiro from
September 25 to 30.
 
Geological scientists from around the world presented their research on the Umbria-
Marche Apennines for three days, followed by three days of field trips to Gubbio, the
Frasassi Caves, and Monte Conero. The week was highlighted with a 25th Anniversary
Festa at Coldigioco with regional cuisine and music. We appreciate those who have
supported our mission, and look forward to continuing to do research and education in
this unique place on the planet for the study of the wonderful Earth-history recorded in
pelagic limestones.
 
Associazione Le Montagne di San Francesco (LMDSF), our Italian non-profit
Association, makes it possible to offer opportunities for education and research.  In
preparation for the 25th anniversary, with donations to the Association, we were able to
make much-needed repairs to our infrastructure and grounds.  We are appreciative to
those who have supported our mission for the past 25 years.

The GSA Penrose Conference in Teatro Mestica, Apiro, celebrating 25 years of
autonomous research and education at the Osservatorio Geologico di Coldigioco,

organized by Alessandro Montanari and Christian Koeberl.

Penrose Conference attendees on field trip to  KT boundary,
Bottacione Gorge, Gubbio. 

 

Additional Conference fieldtrips:
Gola della Rosa for visit to Frasassi
Caves.

 

Monte Conero to see Eocene/Oligocene
Boundary at Massignano Quarry.

 

Coffee breaks

 

Lunch, Italian style
 

Poster Sessions

 

Penrose Conference Abstracts with Program & Field Trip Guides
 

 

Download Penrose Abstracts

Geological Field Courses at Coldigioco in 2017

 

Columbia University spring break field trip to the Umbria-Marche Apennines, led
by Profs. Sidney Hemming and Steve Goldstein with 16 undergraduate students.

 

Field Geology in the Apennines program organized by Profs. Jamie Levine and
Gabe Casale for 16 undergraduate students of the Department of Geology of the

Appalachian State University, Boone, North Carolina.
 

 

Associated Colleges of the Midwest (ACM) program of “Earth and Environment in
Italy”, with Cam Davidson and Alessandro Montanari as Geology teachers, Paula

Metallo as Art and Italian teacher, Max Montanari as chef, Caroline Lauth and
Pietro Giacomini as teaching assistants, and 9 undergraduate students from

Carleton, Lawrence, Macalester, and Luther Colleges.

Speleogeobiology at Coldigioco in 2017

 

Documentary about the origin of life in the extremophile environment of the
Frasassi caves, and interview with Jenn Macalady, filmed by VICE Media Co. team

led by Ian Cheney.

Education at Coldigioco in 2017

 

Retreat of CRNS (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) on the
Mathematics of the Inverse Problem, organized by Prof. Jerome Le Rousseau,
University of Paris 13, and six other mathematics teachers from other French

institutes.

 

Seminars about Inclusion and Diversity, organized by Prof. Marcelle Haddix and
Paula Metallo for a group of 15 students from the

School of Education of Syracuse University, New York.

Scientific Publications in 2017

Coldigioco/LMDSF Articles Published in 2017 
 
Macalady Research Group Publications in 2017
 
Penrose Conference Abstracts with Program & Field Trip Guides

Art at Coldigioco in 2017

 

Artists Paula Metallo and Dona Jalufka in newly renovated
"Il Gioco" Gallery.

 

 Paula Metallo presents "Il Gioco Retrospect 2017" video she produced
reviewig Art in Coldigioco from 2000-2016.

 

ACM students visit Tactile Art Museum, Museo Tattile Statale Omero,
 in Ancona.  

Theater and Cultural Programs in 2017

 

Theater Managers Fiorenza Montanari and Andrea Quatrini introduce 2017-2018
season at Teatro Mestica in Apiro with productions on science themes.

 

Scene from "The Relativity of a Genius" written and directed by Fiorenza
Montanari with actors Andrea Quatrini, Mattia Renzi, and Fiorenza Montanari.

 

Max Montanari does art project with beginning drama students at
Teatro di Onisio in Apiro.  

Big History at Teatro Mestica

 

Walter Alvarez ("Apiro, Coldigioco, and the History of Everything") and Fiorenza
Montanari ("Coincidenze convergenti - A Little Big History of

Coldigioco") at public lecture at Teatro Mestica.

 

Walter Alvarez, Fiorenza Montanari and Andrea Quatrini 
after Big History program at Teatro Mestico.

Celebrating 25th Anniversary of Coldigioco

 

"La Macina" band, which plays traditional folk music from the Marche region,
performed at the 25th Anniversary Festa at Coldigioco on September 29.

Emma Montanari, Walter Alvarez, and Sandro Montanari joined in singing on the
finale with La Macina founder Gastone Pietrucci.

   

 

View in browser
 

250 Million Years of Earth History in Central
Italy: Celebrating 25 years of the

Geological Observatory of Coldigioco
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/http://13gni.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/1pcsbldy0rd.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/http://13gni.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/1pctwhdy0rd.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/http://13gni.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/1pcuoxdy0rd.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/http://13gni.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/1pct41dy0rd.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/http://13gni.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/fc69dy0rf.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215409/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAxPDKnyNPU&feature=youtu.be


Buon Appetito!  Enjoying local Marche
specialities.

Evviva!  Enjoying musical 
performance in Piazza Itala.

 

Regents and Reladies of Coldigioco at gathering on October 1, 2017.

With thanks and appreciation to sponsors of the Coldigioco
Penrose Conference 2017.

Associazione Le Montagne di San Francesco (LMDSF) is the non-profit Association
established in 2012 which makes it possible to support geological research, education,
art, cultural and theatrical productions. Donations to the Association allow us to maintain
the Observatory and to provide researchers and students the opportunity to study and
experience this unique setting with 250,000 million years of Earth history in the
Apennines.

Make a Donation
 
1. US Tax Deductible
Online donation through CAFAmerica (US $500 minimum). Alternatively, you can mail a
check with this Gift Form (pdf).

2. Bank transfer
Bank Transfer Form (pdf). When you send a transfer, please notify Sandro of the amount
you are sending, for his records.

 
We are most appreciative of the support of so many colleagues,
students, family, and friends who have made Coldigioco possible for
the past 25 years.  We would especially like to acknowledge Roland
Saekow who has been our technical adviser for the Coldigioco
Newsletter since its inception in 2012.

Tante grazie,
Milly and Walter Alvarez
Paula Metallo and Sandro Montanari

Cda. Coldigioco, 13, 62021 Apiro (MC) Italy
Tel. 011-39-0733-618-291
 

 

Paul, Debbie, Katie, and Chris Kopsick with their book about architectural and
other interesting details to enjoy in the village of Coldigioco.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I support Coldigioco and its mission of
education and research?
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