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Coldigioco is a geological, artistic, and cultural institute in the Marche Apennines 
devoted to interdisciplinary research and teaching.

 

Coldigioco 2016  -- teachers, students, researchers, and artists
shared the opportunity to learn and study at this unique
geological and cultural center in the Italian Apennines. 

Dear Friends of Coldigioco,
 
In its 24th year, the Geological Observatory of Coldigioco faced new challenges as it was north of
the epicenter of an ongoing series of earthquakes affecting the entire Umbria-Marche region since
August.  Fortunately, Coldigioco so far has not been seriously affected.  Only the Schoolhouse had
minor damage (non structural), including a few thin cracks on the eastern load-bearing wall, cracks
on ceiling and partition walls, and leaks due to roof damage.  However, others in the region have not
been as fortunate, with some 25,000  residents having been relocated to safer locations.  Many
public meeting places have been declared structurally unsafe, resulting in major disruption to the
community. The psychological impact from continuing shock waves has been tremendous as people
face the uncertainty associated with this geological phenomenon.
 
Le Montagne di San Francesco (LMDSF), our non-profit Association,  responded to this local crisis
by presenting a seminar on Earthquake Education to the citizens of Apiro in a meeting tent. The
talks included the cultural and psychological response of Italians to the problem of natural disasters
(Paula Metallo), and the Little Big History of Earthquakes in Italy and what is to be learned from it
and what to do while waiting for the next one (Alessandro Montanari).

 
 

 

 

 Geological Field Courses at Coldigioco in 2016

Dartmouth University, with Devon Renock, Justin Strauss, and Edward Meyer as accompanying
faculty, and 15 geology students, March 20-24.

Pennsylvania State University, with David Bice as accompanying faculty, and 4 geology
students, May 17-July 27.

Associated Colleges of the Midwest (ACM), with Sandro Montanari, Paula Metallo, Marcia
Bjornerud (Lawrence University) as accompanying faculty, TAs Colin Nevins and Katelyn Storey,
and 15 environmental sciences students, August 6 - October 31.
 

Education at Coldigioco in 2016

Syracuse University, School of Education, Institute of Communication and Inclusion, with Christy
Ashby and Marcelle Haddix as accompanying faculty, 15 students and 2 sign language translators,
 May 17-21.

Liceo Banfi di Vimercate (Milan), with accompanying faculty Bruno Tozzo and Ezio Mirenzi , and
22 high school students, April 20-22.
 

Speleogeobiology Research at Coldigioco 2016 

Pennsylvania State University, with Jenn Macalady  and speleogeobiology colleagues Clara Chan
from Delaware,  Pauline Henri (Delaware Postdoc), and Christian Clark (PSU PhD student),  June
20-July 31.

PSU Geosciences Professor Jenn Macalady
(left) and graduate student Christian Clark
(center) measure dissolved chemicals in Frasassi
cave water with University of Delaware postdoc
Pauline Henri. The chemical data will help them
understand how and why the cave system
supports microbial life. 

Italian cavers from the Gruppo Speleologico CAI di Fabriano, Gruppo Speleologico
Marchigiano di Ancona, and Gruppo Speleologico di Genga with PSU Geosciences professor
Jenn Macalady.  The speleologists assist the researchers with cave exploration.
 

Scientific Publications in 2016

Macalady Research Group list of scientific publications 2004-2016, with support of
LMDSF.

Coldigioco/LMDSF scientific papers published in 2016.

 

International Big History Association Conference Presentations

Click here to view the PowerPoint Presentation

 

Click here to view the presentation on YouTube

LMDSF supported the participation of geologist Alessandro Montanari and artist Paula
Metallo in the 4th Conference of the International Big History Association in Amsterdam (July
14-17).  Sandro discussed bridging Science and Humanities, and Paula talked about her experience
teaching Big Bang and Evolution to persons with cognitive disabilities through Art.

 

Art at Coldigioco in 2016

ACM Students hold final art show at Galleria Il Gioco with art instructor Paula Metallo.

 

ACM Students present their
work at final art show.

 

 
Art Therapist Paula Metallo works with students at La Porta Aperta in Cingoli. The class is  learning about
shapes by studying geometry and the work of Vienesse artist Gustav Klimt (1862-1918).

 

Honoring the Artistic Life of Franz

LMDSF sponsored a biographical book La Fuga di Franz and retrospective art show presented in
the Atelier Arco Amoroso in Ancona for Francesco Maria Gianuizzi (1952-1991), alias Franz, a
young artist whose career as a prolific painter was interrupted by a dramatic premature death 25
years ago.  The book includes a recent history of Ancona, as well as his friends and connections to
Coldigioco.   

 Friends of Franz at art show featuring his life's works  in Ancona on December 4, 2016.
 

Supporting Theater and Cultural Programs in 2016 

The Association LMDSF,  in partnership with the historical Teatro Mestica in Apiro,  was one
of the few theaters in Italy to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the death of Shakespeare with
original productions. 

          
Celebrating Shakespeare.  Some 400 Liceo Classico students performed or attended productions
of the "Tempest",  written and directed by Fiorenza Montanari, and featuring the music of Madonna.
 A group of strudents traveled to London (From Apiro with tractor, to London with love) to celebrate
the 400th anniversary of the death of Shakespeare.

 

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/https://berkeley.box.com/s/ou5ixn7zizyd8y5dwmjy9x3b0jhjqgou
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/https://berkeley.box.com/s/4xtzkz3sr036rj5jfxrc6tifucb9vhv7
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/http://www.ibhanet.org/resources/Documents/Conference2016/Papers/Portonovo%20landslide-%20Alessandro%20Montanari.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/http://www.ibhanet.org/resources/Documents/Conference2016/Papers/Portonovo%20landslide-%20Alessandro%20Montanari.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqNEyWKkPW0&feature=youtu.be
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqNEyWKkPW0&feature=youtu.be
https://web.archive.org/web/20210429215246/https://berkeley.box.com/s/l30slsas1s3u3x3c9mis5kacprmix6kv


 
Announcing the 2016-17 Theater Season at the Teatro Mestica in Apiro are Nadia Sparapani,
Assessore of Culture, Tourism,and Instruction from the Comune of Apiro, Fiorenza Montanari and
Andrea Quatrini, artistic directors from LMDSF.
 

Click here to view preview on YouTube

 

Reachout to Schools and the Community

Apiro Elementary School students and Syracuse University School of Education teachers learn from each
other about learning and teaching. 

LMDSF provides extensive educational opportunities for both local and foreign students.  
This year we offered logistical, didactic, and scientific support to eight geology and biology university
students working on their senior and master theses from various US, European, and Italian
universities. We worked with groups from the  Humanistic Sciences High School of Cingoli.

LMDSF provides public seminars to inform the community about local geological and
historical features.  We sponsored talks on the Little Big History of Frasassi and its caves
(Comume of Genga), the Little Big History of Sulfur in the Umbria-Marche Apennines (University of
Camerino), and Earthquakes (Comune of Apiro).  
 

Soil, Terroir, & Wine Culture at Coldigioco 2016

ACM students are featured on cover of Sommelier Marche Magazine. Cav. Gualberto
Compagnucci, famous sommelier and chef,  president of the Italian Association of Sommeliers, and
editor of the magazine “Sommelier”  presented seminar on the local Verdicchio wine and Stoccafisso
all’Anconitana. Read Sommelier Marche Magazine  or read article about Coldigioco here.

     

 

As we approach the 25th year of the Geological Observatory of Coldigioco,  we are most
grateful for the donations to Le Montagne di San Francesco which make it possible for us to
continue this unique scientific and artistic interdisciplinary endeavor.  During the past year
your donations made it possible to maintain our student dormitories, meeting rooms, laboratories,
scientific lab equipment, computers, field vehicles, and the grounds of Coldigioco.  This year there is
the additional expense for earthquake damage repairs.   Your donation also makes it possible for us
to be a major supporter of research, artistic, cultural, theatrical and educational endeavors in the
Marche region. 
 
 

 
Please help us continue to provide the unique programs of education and research at Coldigioco!
 We are associated with Charities Aid Foundation America (CAFAmerica), an independent US
501(c)(3) public charity whose mission is to increase the flow of charitable funds outside the US.
 Donations of US $500 and over are tax deductible for US taxpayers.  Contributions of less than
$500 and those from non-US friends are also very welcome.

How can I support Coldigioco and its mission of education and research?
  
Make a Donation
 
1. US Tax Deductible
Online donation through CAFAmerica (US $500 minimum). Alternatively, you can mail a check with
this Gift Form (pdf).

2. Bank transfer
Bank Transfer Form (pdf). When you send a transfer, please notify Sandro of the amount you are
sending, for his records.
 

 
We are most appreciative of the support of so many colleagues,
students, family, and friends who make Coldigioco possible.

Tante grazie,
Walter and Milly Alvarez
Sandro Montanari and Paula Metallo

Cda. Coldigioco, 13, 62021 Apiro (MC) Italy
Tel. 011-39-0733-618-291

NOTA BENE:
The annual General Assembly of the Associazione “Le Montagne di San Francesco” will be
held on Friday, January 6, 2017, at Margolis Hall, Coldigioco, 13.  A minimum of three associate
participants is required for the validity of the assembly.

               

      
Coldigioco

1992 - 2017
September 2017:  Celebration of 25 years of scientific, educational, artistic, and cultural activities in

Coldigioco.  To include Penrose Conference in Apiro "250 Million Years of Earth History in Central Italy:
Celebrating 25 years of the Geological Observatory of Coldigioco”

 

Where in Coldigioco?

From Paul Kopsick's new game "So you think you know Coldigioco".
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