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Coldigioco/Le Montagne di San Francesco

The Osservatorio Geologico di Coldigioco is a geological, educational,
and artistic institute at the foot of Monte San Vicino in the Marche

Apennine Mountains of Italy, devoted to interdisciplinary research and
teaching.

 
 

Dear Friends of Coldigioco,

We started off the year 2020 with an impressive schedule of events, including student
geology programs, seminars, workshops, field research projects, a full theater season,
and an international conference sponsored by The Karst Waters Institute. But by March,
with the global spread of Covid-19 making travel impossible, everything was postponed
or cancelled. Although this was a huge blow to our financial situation, we have continued
our mission of interdisciplinary research, education, and art. 
 
Three exciting research articles on geological studies at archeological sites in Italy and
Croatia were published in 2020. A professional online series of entertaining English
classes was developed for school children throughout Italy. Art therapy classes for
students with disabilities were switched from classroom to individual home sessions.

We took advantage of this year without guests to continue needed restoration and
maintenance projects. Thank you for your continued support of the Osservatorio
Geologico di Coldigioco and for contributions to the Associazione Le Montagne di San
Francesco, our Italian non-profit association. We look forward to welcoming everyone
back to Coldigioco as soon as conditions permit us to safely travel and meet in groups.

Interdisciplinary Research in Frasassi Caves

 

One of the jewels of the Marche Region near Coldigioco, the Frasassi Caves offer
spectacular beauty, as well as being a laboratory for cutting edge research.

Sandro Montanari was a member of the Ancona Speleo Club which discovered the
caves in 1971. In January 2020, photographers Roland and Cici Saekow were

fortunate to be taken on a tour by the master tour guide Sandro.

 

In 1972, SpeleoSandro Montanari explores the magnificent
Grotta Grande del Vento in the Frasassi Caves.

 

PhD student Claire Chauveau (Libre Université de Bruxelles, Belgium) gets
assistance sampling amphibians threatened by a bacterial pandemic from

Maurizio Mainiero (left) and Stefano Recanatini (right), members of the
Gruppo Speleologico Marchigiano, Ancona.

 

Marco Peter Ferretti (paleontologist, University of Camerino), Alessandro Riga
(anthropologist, University of Florence), and Gaia Pignocchi (archeologist,

Ancona) on a reconnaissance expedition at an archeological site in Frasassi Cave.
Recent publication by Montanari et al. studied an Upper Paleolithic (Epigravettian)

worship site dated to 16,300 years ago. The Frasassi/OGC working group will
continue to conduct further archeological research in other caves in the Frasassi

Gorge. Please see link to article below.
 

International Journal of Speleology

Geo-archeological Research in Croatia

 

Stygobitic crustaceans in an anchialine cave with an archaeological heritage at
Vodeni Rat (island of Sveti Klement, Hvar, Croatia) by Montanari et al., 2021.

 

Production and circulation of Late Hellenistic fine table ware in Central
Dalmatia, Croatia by Miše, Quinn, Charlton, Sernells, and Montanari, 2020.

National Geographic Dinosaur Hunt

 

A team of National Geographic film makers descended on Coldigioco in
September to film and interview for a television documentary on the extinction of

the dinosaurs. “Il Cacciatore di Dinosauri”, part of a series, is hosted by
paleontologist Federico Fanti from the University of Bologna.

Stay tuned for release date.

Geomicrobiology/Biogeochemistry/Astrobiology

 

Jenn Macalady (Pennsylvania State University) studies microbial ecosytems in
Winogradsky columns.  Her cave diving and exploration of the rich microbal
communities in the Frasassi Caves is yielding new understanding of how life

emerged on Earth.  Under her supervision, three PhD students are doing research
on samples they collected from the Frasassi caves in 2019 with the support of the

Associazione Le Montagne de San Francesco.
 

Macalady Research Team Activities

 

Heidi Aronson. S° disproportionating and comproportionating microorganisms
indigenous to the Frasassi cave system (Ph.D. student in Geobiology, University

of Southern California, co-advised by Jan Amend).

 

MacKenzie Best. (Ph.D. in Earth and Environmental Sciences, New Mexico Tech,
advised by Daniel S. Jones).

 

Zoe Havlena. (Ph.D. in Earth and Environmental Sciences, New Mexico Tech,
advised by Daniel S. Jones).

Origin of the International Big History Association
@ OGC in 2010

 

This year marked the 10th anniversary of the founding of the International Big
History Association (IBHA) at a meeting of Big Historians at Coldigioco in August

2010. Read about the unique part that Coldigioco played in the history of Big
History. Thanks to Lowell Gustafson, editor of the IBHA bulletin “Origins” for his

interesting article “Origins of the IBHA: Tenth Anniversary”, documenting the
event with remarkable photographs.

 

10th Anniversary IBHA

 

Big History in Europe

Members of the European Big History Network have been staying
connected through zoom meetings throughout the pandemic. They

continue to focus on the Big History Erasmus Exchange Program which
gives teachers the opportunity to visit schools in other countries and

share ideas for teaching Big History. The network hopes to meet in
Coldigioco again in Fall 2021, and plans are being discussed for a

conference in Spring 2022 with the theme “Global Challenges and Big
History”. Scientists will be invited to discuss the topic, and there will be
time to exchange ideas on how to implement Big History in education.

For more information on the European Big History Network, please
contact Jesse Bos (jesse.bos@upcmail.nl or Paula Metallo

(paula.coldigioco@gmail.com).
 

Big Dig History

 

By looking into the history of digging, Paula Metallo uses art as “an attempt to dig
into the deep past, dig up our present dirt, and imagine what shallow and deep
changes could mean in relation to the hole we have been digging ourselves in."

 
https://paulametallo.com/

Preserving the History of Coldigioco

 

The Biroccio, a painted two-wheel cart pulled by a pair of oxen and decorated with
bright paintings of saints, women, flowers, and landscapes, was one the main

means of transportation in the Marche region around Coldigioco until the 1970s.
Thanks to Christian Koeberl and Dona Jalufka, there is a classic biroccio in

Coldigioco. This year a new structure was built to preserve this historic artifact.
Mario Panichelli and Max Montanari built the new structure (lower left) and

Christian Koeberl stands by the colorful biroccio (lower right).
 

Education in the Year of the Pandemic

 

Fiorenza Montanari (left, aka Mrs Sheep) is an entertaining teacher of English.  A
series of classes was filmed at Coldigioco and made available for elementary

students throughout Italy.

 

Mrs Sheep, English Professor, interviews her "geologist" father in his lab and her
"artist" mother in her studio at Coldigioco.

 

Watch Mrs Sheep interview geologist and artist

 

Since 1998, Paula Metallo has been teaching art to students with mental
challenges in Cingoli. Because of the pandemic this year, she moved from the

classroom to being a home educator. She has found safe creative ways to teach
her students through art and fun projects, like harvesting persimmons.

Theater: The Show Must/Will Go On

 

The Teatro Mestico 2020 season "Rock, Paper, and Scissors" has been
challenging because of Covid restrictions on large gatherings. The Onisio Theater
Company is now the official Artistic Director responsible for managing the Teatro
Mestica in Apiro and continues to be supported by the Associazione Le Montagne

di San Francesco. Although their planned season was interrupted, they are
prepared to resume as soon as conditions permit.

 

Onisio Theater Company
 

 

View in browser
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Fiorenza Montanari and Andrea Quatrini, directors of Teatro Onisio, have found
creative ways to stay connected to their community and drama students
throughout the pandemic.Teatro Onisio was fortunate to find a window of

opportunity to hold the final drama school productions on October 23, 24, 25, with
40 students participating. In order to guarantee social distancing among the

actors, the seats were removed from the Teatro Mestica, and the audience sat in
the balcony boxes.

Culinary Arts from the Marche to China

 

Congratulations to Chef Mia Chambers, who learned traditional Marche cuisine
from the late Itala Villani in Coldigioco, where Mia also had an Italian cooking

school! Mia is co-author of a cookbook published in October 2020.
Buon Appetito!

 
Easy WOK Cookbook.

The Song of Pago

 

Anyone who visited Coldigioco between 2000 and 2012 was most likely greeted
and serenaded by Pago, the singing dog.  Walter Alvarez has immortalized the

memory of this special Observatory dog with "The Song of Pago."  Walter's fiddle
teacher Chad Manning and ChronoZoom founder Roland Saekow assisted in the

production of the musical video.
 

"The Song of Pago" VIDEO

Become a Proud Supporter of LMDSF

L'Associazione Le Montagne di San Francesco (LMDSF) is the non-profit Association
established in 2012 which makes it possible to support geological research, education,
art, theatrical productions, and cultural events. Donations to the Association allow us to
maintain the Geological Observatory of Coldigioco and to provide researchers and
students the opportunity to study and experience this unique setting with 250 million
years of Earth history available for study in the Apennines.  

Make a Donation
 
1. Bank transfer
Bank Transfer Form (pdf). When you send a transfer, please notify Sandro of the amount
you are sending, for his records.
 

2. US Tax Deductible
Online donation through CAFAmerica (US $500 minimum). Alternatively, you can mail a
check to CAFAmerica with this Gift Form (pdf).

 
We are appreciative for the many Friends of Coldigioco who have made

it possible for us to support 28 years of geological research in the
Mountains of Saint Francis, to teach hundreds of geology and

environmental studies students, and to bring art and theater to the local
Marche communities.

Tante grazie,
Milly and Walter Alvarez
Paula Metallo and Sandro Montanari

Cda. Coldigioco,13, 62021 Apiro (MC) Italy
Tel. 011-39-0733-618291
 

For past issues of the Coldigioco Newsletter visit
coldigioco.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can help Coldigioco meet the
challenges of 2020-21

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This email was sent to saekow@berkeley.edu
You received this email because you are registered with Coldigioco

 
Unsubscribe here

 

 

© 2020Coldigioco
 

https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/dmSPDupaReFJFpK_2eTCgolH77_E4df2523M49MnsJJ2bLVvusvX1fZ09cOgXC-0jrkfvoT7wDBDP1AelzNGIt-UiWo0WnggMeEET1spG8-jrTwqyI_Eq7d_Nbu_56hmdsPdhzBNOmYzLcGriYLEvqsDeN3Q3FpP7qYmPyjcuxcjJ5vaZ6fqHxXw1BChI5Aea371P3sC9CaLHcZ67zRz9ugrbIvp_eo4SFnvTirivINOREgZvT2ctsKfhz0Sc2jHuxc
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/t3V7hcpuLKbMRHjJ0gsf0SZeo41azIpAuToLcgonQc6CUxDjX0gtf0EYr8fDs0Q71nvyu1HVUZw8Wgx60DKJ6LlZ7G1uzGE3BaYfnUljbWMTB0JU8c55IeYjZyZ0Ymsgp5wp4aAo1x6wzk8zbW1pR5zH0JHzGgKCal5FFJM6IpvCp34hLq647KylK6d8gwUvJOOk_FHuLgWQrKWt7bM9
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/lgO9wCYhWMzYrOSo5AcYoc9lJX9y6mNAx4lh1xmg19nqOqW09EJKR5VmcIAItXlpUMHXm6Osi6XCUsxzA6SCm38t8C7QHhNRK8s7DUcDADc0mnGp99bLYw71He7mlrDwg_RYG8QST3ILTsd0oaliqH_xTBJfSAx8s4CQr9b6Srp5FRum-DFxrCkzoiS5QlbGgqk0mCNb_9bhSZ7zH_ETPLvkvh6EOPVYhJ2cMLU
mailto:sandro.coldigioco@gmail.com
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/iDbBlH5-drB80sSOL0EG8btDc6SF4kxDwT5ydpCtyqRrDN5QT-flN4SzM0rzhVwrI3aCC-XEcIiQjsX7IEp3Y5_72d8hqw2wfzdFpYmUDA1lREyt4Ko4atlI5GauwMSisVC6dCe6_eq4BOaXWShZtebWMLLAGzRMRECsdc7NmtWl0IT5mjycZdzcWURPWV8PGnN6Ouvc-IL7wZuSHhTJjpwadGtOTbVEfc5RywazvtUbO0pyzEwe3yQJXngwlGUsgNbCDeBGKvjmvY1WkgRVeFfdn7w6oHSa_dFJoQAhlRuCptSN5BN6qYaDRraaX4Xlckz7Wz9_6gipUdBb1hAjaDqjnzth7fVMRw2umLZlRU6CP0yYNldykdA
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/cR0QZYdOOfBJJC44Fv3Gj6N_S6xTaXCvW6pPzC30syIZw1O3aZT7iIV51mMcPdFInsO13voHEWpnM9TSZPxiP4x1xfT-dbeHsFxhoHcsTkhZcXmREFL7t-nnX6tB-zfoKGBNF0um9x-pLtKE7AI4dV2b4pg7aNSS9BeAa_8ZdC1_Rkcp16G0e_NhFH7rTbyvqQ5TAgB0OXFUsBRso8F6SWJaykJLLy7VNgMSMEQ
mailto:Milly%20&%20Walter%20Alvarez%20%3Cplatetec@berkeley.edu%3E
mailto:paula.coldigioco@gmail.com
mailto:sandro.coldigioco@gmail.com
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/LPHbY2s6ZsSLFmeMi0AcHkT4-y7A8vV-M9-oiang52-4zhiyavvr3y2PewA5MeK3lH6tWdTO8RwlPMQUIJTuXsJeODJXrcJRpqoqzzoN5hEvcDfrz34IsGgrivXF9Ci-Rg2PLLXJzZt8tpA4IkT18zjKau2uW2B_lDj_TAS07oNgHSe9csakiHTW
https://30hi6.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/un/BbxXDcXI7gpWkXgcrCvsZPHCdlwMJ9JFCGezarWxrfzsToP4jbI9PzSYilhdJAP7hbElMM6Alz3OnByPQwnxc7W-3C9uIM_vads2fP5mS1ObzFRhss1C2OuvBlWCqFO-lVQb4GIZ5Nfmg6elOdUEMPX_ig

